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Will Gromyko 

Presiding over an enlarged National Security 
Council session Tuesday, President Reagan laid 
down tough guidelines for next week's talk with 
Andrei Gromyko focusing not on arms control 
but on unacceptable Soviet conduct in all its 
manifestations, a decision certain to alarm the 
arms control bloc. 

Reagan’s guidelines move the United States 
away from the obsessive preoccupation with arms 
control that has motivated previous administra- 
tions. Arms control, the president made clear to , 
his top policy aides, is not the centerpiece of 
American-Soviet relations. The United States, he 
said, must be more concerned about general 
Soviet misconduct — particularly intervention in 
Afghanistan and Central America — than about 
the troubled course of arms control. 

Con tributing to these Reagan guidelines on 
ho w to d eal with For eign Minister Crrprpvko's 

Mj reports.. that have, 

alar med Reagan and his top advisers.* 

The lesson in the correct U~S. policy toward 
the Soviets that Reagan recited behind closed 
doors suggests a cool presidential approach to 
the Gromyko meeting not encumbered with the 
election-year peace imagery urged by some of 
his advisers. 

for months, the president has been buffeted 
by conflicts between his own convictions and 
the pleadings of a few aides, notably deputy* 


Get a Lecture? 

chief of staff Michael Deaver. They want Rea- 
gan to enhance his peace image with offers to 
Moscow that would lead to quick resumption of 
arms control talks. 

But Reagan was on a different tack in the 90- 
minute White House session last Tuesday. As 
described by one insider, he took a "simple and 
uncluttered” view of the disrupted talks: The 
Soviets walked out, not the United States; 
therefore it is up to the Soviets to return, not 
for the United States to beg for their return. 

That seemed^ to doom proposals of State De- 
partment otficials that the United States nffrr 
concessions to. induce Moscow to return to 
arms control negotiatio ns, possibly before the 
ele cliom_One_^ ro B o_salLt]i aLth e_Umted State s 
agree, to delay the crucial late-fall test of a new 
antl-satell lte weapon. Although Secretary of 
State George Shultz did not formally broach 
that idea Tuesday, Reagan was prepared for it . 
“He would have said no.” a key aide told us. not 
only on principle but because intelligence re- 
ports now moving onto his desk are asKing har3 
questions about hostile Soviet acts at home and 
around the globe. 

CLA rais es suspicion of an imminent Soviet move 
from Afghanistan into the northern tip of Paki- 
stan . Moscow has repeatedly warned that it will 
not tolerate continued Pakistani aid for Afghan 


freedom fighters in their struggle against the 
Soviet invasion. Reagan has been informed that a 
new buildup of Soviet arms and men in northern 
Afghanistan points to a spillover of the war into 
Pakistan itself. If that occurred before Nov. 6, 
Reagan’s course would be excruciatingly difficult. 

pother Soviet move now alarming the 
White House is the most intensive effort ever 
recorded to conceal tests of its new missiles. 
This deception and concealment have made it 
utterly impossible for the United States any 
longer to monitor Soviet weapons testing — a 
violation of the SALT II Treaty that Reagan 
first charged Moscow with almost a year ago. 

Reagan may decide to let Shultz bring up en- 
cryption and other SALT violations during the 
secretary's Sept. 26 meeting with Gromyko. 
That was a detail he did not discuss with his top 
advisers on Tuesday. Indeed, Reagan discussed 
no details at all about how he plans to handle his 
meeting with Gromyko. 

The disclosure that his first-ever session with 
a Soviet leader will center on the real world of 
America’s problems with its adversary, not the 
narrow and often overdramatized issue of arms 
control, was comfort enough for his supporters. 
If he follows through as outlined on Tuesday, 
the Soviets will now have no trouble knowing 
exactly where they stand with Ronald Reagan. 
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